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Teagasc Grange dairy-beef research herd 

 Nicky Byrne, Donall Fahy, Anthony Mulligan and Jamie O’Driscoll 

After 285 days at grass the grazing season will end this week with the housing of spring born 

weanlings at a targeted closing AFC of 500 kg DM/ha. Herbage production year to date is 

14,210 kg DM/ha, across 6.1 grazings of an average pre-grazing herbage mass of 1400 kg 

DM/ha, grazed to a residual height of 4.3 cm for calf and yearling groups. Currently calves weigh 282 and 280 kg for AA and 

HF calves, respectively, both having achieved an ADG of 0.84 kg over their 1st grazing season. Weanlings will be offered 

high quality grass + red clover silage (72 DMD) and 1.5 kg of concentrate per day over the housed period. One of the exper-

imental treatments saw steers being supplemented at pasture from July in their 2nd grazing season, while reaming treat-

ments received grass-only until being housed on a conventional grass silage and concentrate diet. All AA steers supple-

mented at pasture achieved an acceptable level of finish without the need for an indoor finishing period, while HF steers 

didn’t and had to be housed for a conventional finishing period. Table 1 outlines carcass performance for AA steers of diver-

gent genetic potential for the age at which they will produce an in-spec carcass. After 60 days of a conventional finishing 

diet (grass silage + 5 kg concentrate) the 1st draft of AA steers managed on grass-only treatments over the 2nd grazing sea-

son were slaughtered, achieving a carcass weight of 323 kg, O+ conformation and a fatness of 3+/4- at 21 months of age.    

In summary, a grass-based beef system can produce in spec carcass weights at a reduced slaughter age, through the opti-

misation of animal genetics and 

grassland nutrition. 

PastureBase data from dairy farms: 

Improvements in Soil Fertility  Mark Plunkett, Teagasc Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford 

Soil fertility has improved dramatically over the last 3 to 4 years. The soils database would tell us 
the following:- 

Dairy – 24 & 27% of soils testing at P & K Index 4, respectively 

Drystock – 19 & 27% of soils testing at P & K Index 4, respectively 

Identifying these fields (Index 4’s) is a great place to start in making savings especially on P & K’s 
for 2022 plus it allows a more targeted and efficient use of the N, P K in cattle slurry and other organic manures in replacing 
expensive fertilisers. 

Time for Lime -:Up to date soil analysis will also identify fields with low soil pH’s &  lime advice which can be planned 
over the coming weeks & months  

Soil Sample Now-: Now is the time to spend €2.50/ac to help reduce the impacts of high fertiliser prices on farm 
profitability in 2022. 

Don’t forget to record your final grass walk of 2021 on PastureBase  

Recording a closing AFC will allow you to quantify the amount of grass 

grown for 2021 on your farm & allow you to accurately measure over winter 

growth when you walk the farm next Spring. 

Ensure you have 20 farm walks entered throughout 2021 on PastureBase 

Ireland to meet your derogation plan requirements. Use the Grass10 score-

card to review your year after your closing AFC is completed-:                        

https://bit.ly/PBI-Scorecard 

Stocking 

Rate 

Average 

Farm Cover 
on Dec 1st  

Covers on  

Strongest  
Paddocks 

2.5 LU/ha 600 1200 Kg DM/ha 

3.0 LU/ha 650-700 1400 Kg DM/ha 

3.5 LU/ha 700-750 1600 Kg DM/ha 

Genetic 
group 

Age at 
slaughter 
(months) 

Carcass 
Weight 

(kg) 

Confir-
mation 

Fat % in spec 
Carcass 
Weight 

% in spec 
Confirma-

tion 

High Merit  20.5 306 O= 4- 100% 86% 

Low Merit  20.3 269 O+ 3+ 50% 93% Table 1. 

https://bit.ly/PBI-Scorecard
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PastureBase data from sheep & beef farms: 

GFOY Update, Caroline Walsh, 
Ballinascarthy Co. Cork. 

Reviewing your Farm Sum-
mary Report on PastureBase 
Ireland 

“Thankfully we had a good finish to the grazing 
year with excellent grazing conditions during Oc-
tober & November. This helped to recover some-
what from a slow start to the year and a very poor 
May for grass growth.  

“Overall we will finish about 400 Kg DM/Ha be-
hind 2020 at 13.6 T DM/Ha  mainly down to poor 
grass growth in May as you can see in my Farm 
Summary Report from PastureBase Ireland” 

“I walked my farm 47 times as I feel grass meas-
urement gives me huge confidence during a diffi-
cult year in keeping the correct amount of grass 
ahead of my cows”  

“ I am happy that my pre– grazing yield was 1350 
Kg DM/Ha during the summer months as this is 
the optimum grass cover to maximise perfor-
mance and graze outs” 

“ I had a long grazing season of over 274 days 
which means that I am making good use of a high 
quality & our cheapest feed which helps to keep 
costs down in  a year of high feed prices” 

 The “Farm Summary Report” is a one page sum-
mary of your farms grassland performance for a 
given year. It is an excellent report in a discussion 
group setting to highlight areas where farmers 
can improve and make quick gains in the subse-
quent grazing season.  

It is packed with information on your farm perfor-
mance & between now and Christmas is an ideal 
time to review your 2021 grazing year.  

Watch our webinar back below if you want further 
information on how to navigate to these reports 
on PastureBase Ireland & where to locate our 
PastureBase scorecard to review 2021 perfor-
mance 

Opportunities for Growth in 2022 Webinar 

Last Thursday 2nd December, the Grass10 & 
PastureBase team were joined by dairy farmer 
John Phelan on our final webinar of the year & we 
reviewed his grazing year using the reports on 
PastureBase Ireland and identified areas for im-
provement in 2022. 

To watch this webinar back please click on the 
link below-: 

https://bit.ly/Growth2022  

https://bit.ly/Growth2022

